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Briefing - Grassroots Grants Programme summer 2008 – March 2011  

 
Nearly £1.2 million pounds is available through the Grassroots Small Grants programme to 
support and develop local voluntary and community groups in Hertfordshire over the next 2½ 
years. Grassroots Grants is a key element of the Government’s strategy for building stronger 
and more active communities in England and is funded by the Office of the Third Sector. It is 
being managed by the Community Development Foundation which is a non-departmental 
government body, and delivered in Hertfordshire by Hertfordshire Community Foundation, 
working in partnership with the CDA and the CVSs. 
 
Eligibility – who can apply and the rules governing applications 
 

• Any not-for-profit, voluntary or community group which has been active in their 
community for not less than 12 months (you do not have to be a registered charity) 

• Groups must have a governing document which, at the least, shows the name, the 
aim/purpose, the objects of the group and which includes a dissolution clause and a 
list of executive members/trustees and their signatures 

• The group must be predominantly volunteer-led 
• The group must have evidenced income of less than £20,000 per year, averaged 

over the last three years 
• The group must be able to demonstrate that it is connected with and/or meeting the 

needs of the community 
 
The maximum any organisation can be awarded is £5,000 over the life of the programme 
(July 2008 to March 2011) either as a one-off grant or spread over the period. The minimum 
grant is £250. 
 
Examples of eligible activities 
 
The main aim is to support projects that meet an identified need in the local community. 
Below are some of the examples of how community groups could use the grant. This is NOT 
an exhaustive list! 
 

• Purchase of equipment such as computers, furniture, play equipment etc. 
• Put on a local event or workshop 
• Pay for staff costs to enable the employment of individuals 
• Contribute to rental costs  
• Cover the cost of training for volunteers or attendance at an event or conference.  
• Support community activities 
• Pay for additional activities to expand an existing project 
• Help a group to achieve a quality or other standard relevant to their activities.  
• Pay for membership of local support groups (e.g. local CVS) 
 

In addition, full cost recovery can be included. Ask us if you need an explanation of this. 
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Grassroots Small Grants cannot fund: 
 

• Individuals 
• Commercial ventures 
• Projects which solely support animals or the environment 
• Statutory organisations (such as schools) 
• Groups controlled by public sector organisations such as Local Authorities and 

Primary Care Trusts 
• Applications that support the furtherance of any one religion or political party 
• Regional or local offices of national charities (unless separately constituted and small) 
• any group not eligible under the above eligibility rules. 

 
Application Guidelines and an Application Form are available from the HCF website or 
via the CVS and CDA. 
 
The CVSs and CDA have an important role in identifying eligible local groups in their 
respective areas (rural for CDA). They will offer advice and support to groups in the 
application process and subsequently in terms of project management, monitoring and 
capacity building. Partners will meet quarterly with HCF to review the reach, progress and 
local impact of the programme.  
 
Timetable for grants 
The programme has a fast track assessment process which includes a decision being made 
within 2 weeks (10 working days) of complete, eligible applications reaching the Foundation 
by a monthly, rolling deadline.  

The Grants Panel, made up of community representatives, will be asked to consider eligible 
applications for approval each month and applicants will be notified of a decision within five 
days. We will also consider making grants more swiftly in the case of specific requests for 
small amounts of funding.  

 

Further advice  
 
If anyone wishes to discuss an idea or project, please contact Hertsmere CVS or our 
grants team before completing the application form. 
 
The Grassroots Small Grants team 
 
Maria Scott and Helen Doubal 
Hertfordshire Community Foundation  
 
℡ 01707 251351 
 
Grassroots@hertscf.org.uk 
 
www.hertscf.org.uk 
 
Hertfordshire Community Foundation is also running an Endowment Challenge as part of 
its Grassroots Programme. If you wish to know how you can contribute, and have a 344% 
return on your donation (tax permitting), then please contact Jonathan Aves on 
Endowment@hertscf.org.uk 


